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Reading & Comparison Activity p.1 

If You’ve Seen One . . .  

. . . you have not seen them all! State constitutions usually have many things in 

common with the United States Constitution, but there are many differences 

too. The U.S. Constitution begins with a Preamble that introduces the 

Constitution and explains its purpose. The Florida Constitution, for example, 

also has a preamble.   

Activity:  Compare the Preamble of the U.S. Constitution with the Preamble of 

the Florida Constitution.  Box the parts that are the same in both documents. 

Government Rules! 

Just as the U.S. Constitution gives the rules for how the U.S. 

government should run, state constitutions give rules for how 

a state government should run. Like the U.S. Constitution, 

state constitutions describe the branches of government that 

the state will have. Often these branches are very similar, but 

if you take a closer look you will find differences. 

Activity:  Compare how the government is set up in the U.S. 

Constitution with how the state government is set up by the 

Florida Constitution. This time, underline the parts that are 

different: 
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Everybody’s Got Rights 

State constitutions also contain many of the same rights and guarantees you 

see in the U.S. Constitution. The U.S. Constitution is the supreme law of the 

land and cannot be violated. That means state constitutions cannot give state 

citizens fewer rights than the U.S. Constitution gives. However, state 

constitutions can guarantee more rights than the U.S. Constitution does. For 

example, a state constitution might give more protection for a right that is also 

in the U.S. Constitution. A state constitution might also include additional rights 

that are not found in the U.S. Constitution. Finally, a state constitution might 

include rules about things that are unique to that state, such as how the state’s 

natural resources should be preserved. 
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Activity: To see how a state constitution might offer similar yet different rights than the U.S. Constitution, 

compare the U.S. Constitution with parts of the Florida Constitution. Underline the main difference in 

Florida’s constitution (don’t get too nitpicky), then check the statement that best describes the difference. 
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EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENCE: 

The right being discussed is 

equality before the ________. 

Florida’s constitution gives          

 more protection                       

 the same protection. 

The U.S. Constitution talks about 

the right to ________, while the 

Florida constitution talks about 

________ right. 

The Florida constitution gives     

 more protection                    

 the same protection. 

Does the U.S. Constitution 

mention a minimum wage? 

    Yes    No 

The right being discussed is 

freedom of ____________ and of 

the _____________. 

Both constitutions forbid passing 

________ that limit these rights. 

The Florida constitution says 

people can’t __________ these 

rights. 

The right being discussed is the 

right to _______________. 

Florida’s constitution allows the 

state to limit             

 the right to bear arms.                                   

 how people bear arms.  

Does the U.S. Constitution 

mention fishing nets? 

    Yes    No 
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EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENCE: 

The rights being discussed are  

due _______________, double 

_____________, and being a 

_____________ against yourself. 

The Florida constitution gives      

 more protection                       

 the same protection. 

Both constitutions guarantee  

freedom from unreasonable 

____________________ and 

____________________. 

The Florida constitution also 

guarantees freedom from 

unreasonable _____________ of 

private ________________. 

The Florida constitution requires 

the state to maintain a system of 

_______________ 

________________________. 

Does the U.S. constitution mention 

schools or education? 

    Yes    No 

The right being discussed is the 

freedom of____________. 

Florida’s constitution says people 

cannot practice religion in a way 

that is                                       

 immoral                                   

 not peaceful                          

 unsafe                                  

 all of the above  

Does the U.S. constitution mention 
cleaning up pollution? 

    Yes    No 

Does the U.S. constitution mention 
the Florida Everglades? 

    Yes    No 
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We Need a Little Change Around Here 

Nothing stays the same—not even constitutions. Changing a 

constitution is a big deal. That’s because a constitution is the 

foundation for all the other laws in the country or in a state.  

Because constitutions are so important, it’s not easy to 

change them. They don’t pull a constitutional amendment out 

of a hat! Usually there is a complicated procedure that 

requires many people to agree on the proposed amendment. 

There are two main steps to amending (changing) most 

constitutions: proposing (suggesting) an amendment and 

ratifying (approving) the amendment.   

Compare the methods for amending the U.S. Constitution with 

the methods for amending Virginia’s Constitution.   

Compare:  There is one major way that ratifying Virginia’s constitution is different from ratifying the U.S. 
constitution.  What is that major difference ?  Why do you think we don’t do that for ratifying the U.S. 
Constitution? 
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