
Comparative Constitutions Name: 

We Need a Little Change Around Here 

Nothing stays the same—not even constitutions. Changing a 

constitution is a big deal. That’s because a constitution is the 

foundation for all the other laws in the country or in a state.  

Because constitutions are so important, it’s not easy to 

change them. They don’t pull a constitutional amendment out 

of a hat! Usually there is a complicated procedure that 

requires many people to agree on the proposed amendment. 

There are two main steps to amending (changing) most 

constitutions: proposing (suggesting) an amendment and 

ratifying (approving) the amendment.   

Compare the methods for amending the U.S. Constitution with 

the methods for amending Virginia’s Constitution.   

Compare:  There is one major way that ratifying Virginia’s constitution is different from ratifying the U.S. 
constitution.  What is that major difference ?  Why do you think we don’t do that for ratifying the U.S. 
Constitution? 

Reading & Comparison Activity p.5 


